[The absence of monocyte-granulocyte antigen expression in a case of AML].
The brief record of a 25 y. o. male patient with AML (FAB M1) is shown, in whom the blast cells did not express any of the 5 myeloid antigens or the other-lineage related antigens, as detected with the monoclonal antibodies. The blast cells were induced to express CD13 antigen after a short-term culture in vitro. This result suggests that CD13 antigen can be expressed virtually by all AML cells, since CD13 antigen is known to cover fresh AML cells at the highest incidence. No unusual clinical feature was noted in this patient as AML case. The collected documentation of antigen-free AML cases seems necessary for the relevant understanding of AML heterogeneity.